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INVESTOR & STAKEHOLDER RELATIONS 

Hillary Goodall-Bonham 

The Forward Sumner Economic Partnership is a business alliance with 
Sumner County and the local governments to  provide infrastructure and 
workforce development services for job creation. 
 

We know that Community Development & Infrastructure (transportation 
corridors) plus Workforce Development (alignment) equals jobs.  Work is 
the ability to earn above average wages to create economic growth and 
opportunities.    
 

We attest that Forward Sumner implements the core values of being 
county-focused, collaborative, relationship-based, and strategic as       
represented by the program initiatives: 

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 



WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

 

A skilled and educated workforce is the most important factor influencing Sumner County’s economic competitiveness.  
We currently have a gap in entry- and mid-level certifications with the largest gaps occurring in health services,       
transportation and logistics, and information technology. 
 

The Forward Sumner Economic Partnership Board of Directors and the Workforce Cabinet provide an alignment        
infrastructure between the Sumner County employers and the local workforce training services. 
 

In September, notwithstanding a highly competitive process across a seven state footprint, Forward Sumner was 
awarded a TVA Workforce Invest grant.  The FSEP/TVA Workforce Invest program provides $400,000 to provide        
special industry training, specifically heavy-duty equipment operator training.  The training will be delivered by  both            
Volunteer State Community College and TN College of Applied Technology (TCAT) Nashville-Portland.   
 

The training cohorts are set to begin in Spring 2023  
in this two-year program.  The grant funds will be used for  
training stipends and scholarships to prevent     
barriers of entry. 
 

Multiple companies are involved in the grant as they look  
seek a skilled workforce. 
 

Forward Sumner is working with the Sumner County  
Government to provide workforce development programs to  
mitigate the impacts of the COVID pandemic. 
 

The ARPA (American Recovery Plan Act) funds will support the  
special industry training, and provide a significant and singular  
Career Readiness Program that will target the career and     
technical pathways including Health Sciences, Manufacturing,  
Information Technology, and Construction & Criminal Justice. 
 

The project will offer internships, pre-apprenticeships, co-ops, on-the-job training, with paid work-based learning      
opportunities.  The first cohort is planned for Summer 2023. 
 

The Tennessee Central Economic Authority is an important economic 
and workforce development partner to Forward Sumner and Sumner 
County.  TCEA has approved workforce development grant funds to 
support the work of the Forward Sumner Workforce Cabinet, and the 
program initiatives. 



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE 

Infrastructure is the first step in Workforce Availability and Job Creation  
 

Forward Sumner, along with local governments  
coordinates the infrastructure improvements to the  

Sumner County transportation corridors. 

A Forward Sumner Process:  intentional collaboration between the County Mayor and the Mayors and/or respective 
CEOs of the local municipalities.  The consensus view is implemented at the regional MPO which is a federal planning 
construct that includes our neighboring counties.   
 

The Sumner County projects make it into the 2045 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) through the MPO competitive 
grading matrix.  We work directly with the TN Department of Transportation (TDOT) Commissioner’s office, senior 
leadership, and Region 3. 
 

Deputy Governor/TDOT Commissioner Butch Eley was named to the position in May 2022.  TDOT is working on a 
new project delivery network process which provides more connectivity by project. 
 

TDOT has $1.3 Billion in budgeted projects for Sumner county transportation corridors, including: 

NETcorridor SR 386 Phase 1 

Forward Sumner has 
built out a workbook and 
data tables that allow us 
to track the progress of 
all the local 2045 RTP  
projects. 
 
The workbook offers the 
current status and the 
history of amendments to 
the local projects. 



 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (Growth) 

INVESTOR & STAKEHOLDER RELATIONS 

Justin Coury, Incoming Chair 

Economic growth brings change. 
 

Change is a disruption, and it is often      
difficult, both in our personal and             
professional lives. 
 

We are blessed to live and work in Sumner 
County.  We at Forward Sumner remain 
committed to securing our unique culture 
and history while growing the economy and 
opportunities for our labor force and their 
employers.  

2022 FSEP Board of Directors 
 

Taylor Walker, Co-Chair; Hillary Goodall-Bonham, Co-Chair;  
Justin Coury, Incoming Chair; Rick Turner, Secretary/Treasurer;  

Jimmy Johnston, President/CEO; Clay Curtis; Susan Dye; Johnny Garrett;  
Mike Gaughan; Rod Harkleroad; Jerry Herman; John Isbell; Meredith Hunter; 

Bryan Ledford; Scott Perry; Kevin Releford; Scot Robinson; Gina Scott;  
                           Marius Sipos; Randy Smith; Tara Tenorio  

SUMNER COUNTY BUSINESS 

SUMNER COUNTY EMPLOYMENT 

Music City Studios -  
Molly Walton Drive 

Corner of  Hwy 386 & New Shackle 

2022 Calendar Year Economic Development Projects 
and Prospects Scouting Northern Middle TN 

 

   Project Flow   -  103 
   Projected Jobs   -  33,500 
   Project Cap Ex   -  $22.4 B 

We are excited about these 

Collaboration requires trust.  Forward Sumner is where words & actions align. 

What’s in my Sumner County Community? 
A quality-of-life snapshot. 

ArcGIS 


